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S. A-Benstead

Adult Fiction: Historical Gothic Fiction

‘If fate has a purpose for you, it’s best not to deny her, only
hope she shows grace.’

The allure of helping discover Darwin’s ‘missing link’ — on
an island thousands of miles from his more recent sins —
seems like an opportunity too good for Nathaniel to pass
up. But what he finds in Sumatra has him questioning a
new reality, as well as what it truly means to survive.

Almost three years later, when Nathaniel returns to London,
Charles VonTruton begins taking steps to counter the storm
raging on the heels of his friend’s silent homecoming. Yet
when a body is pulled from the Thames, and Nathaniel’s
involvement brings him to the attention of Simon and The
Yard, the three men are cast into a cycle of wills.

But not everything can be controlled, and not everyone can
be saved. When prophecies are uncovered, and blood is
spilled in the name of a Broken God, perhaps their fates
were never truly their own.

A writer of character driven gothic fiction and dark fairytales,
focusing on trauma and mental health S. A-Benstead began
writing as an emotional outlet, inspired by the characters of
Charles Dickens and Emily Bronté, resulting in a moderate
portfolio of poetry and her first full novel, Heads or Tails.

She studied English and Classical Studies at Royal Holloway
University, and now lives in Surrey with her husband, dreaming of
the day creating books becomes her life.
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www.sabenstead.co.uk | RanWritesFiction



C.C. Adams

Adult Fiction: Horror

London native C.C. Adams is the horror/dark fiction author
behind books such as But Worse Will Come, Forfeit Tissue and
Downwind, Alice. A member of the Horror Writers Association,
he still lives in the capital. This is where he lifts weights, cooks —
and looks for the perfect quote to set off the next dark delicacy.

Image Credit: Linda Wisdom

C.C. ADAMS

Meet Alice Morecambe. ’
After two years away, a chance encounter with her ex- . &
boyfriend Kieran proves awkward and sours when Alice

lashes out at him, before storming off. An unfortunate turn 3 }
of events that would soon blow over, right? > \

Wrong.

Because, unfortunately for Alice, Kieran is ... different now.

For the last couple of years, Kieran has kept a tight rein on L]

more than his feelings — but now he’s going to do more than
tell Alice how he really feels. D 0 VNW l N D

He’s going to show her.
And Alice won’t know what’s downwind until it’s too late.

www.ccadams.com | www.facebook.com/MrAdamsWrites | https://x.com/MrAdamsWrites


http://www.facebook.com/MrAdamsWrites

Ayla Ali

Adult Fiction: Psychological thriller

Ayla Ali is a passionate storyteller with a love for crime and
psychological thrillers. With a background in textiles and design
but turned corporate, she brings unique insight and vivid detail
to every page. When not writing, Ayla enjoys going for coffee

and getting lost in a book, always seeking inspiration in everyday
moments.

Her books are known for intense plot twists and descriptive
scenes, earning praise from readers around the world.

TikTok: @aylaaliauthor



Bad Betty Press

Adult Fiction: Poetry

Bad Betty Press is an award-winning independent poetry
publisher and curator of live literature events across the

UK. Based in Nottingham, Bad Betty champions risk-taking
poetry, supports poets’ artistic development and celebrates
underrepresented stories. Its books have been shortlisted for
prizes including the Forward Prize, Jhalak Prize and Laurel Prize,
and featured in the Guardian, Poetry Review and on BBC Radio.
Bad Betty won the Michael Marks Publishers’ Award in 2022 and
is the parent of pamphlet imprint Little Betty.

Hide Me
Under the
Blood and

| Shall Be &

Satisfied

badbettypress.com | @badbettypress



Beneath the Dust Jacket

Adult Fiction Subscription Box: Thriller

Beneath the Dust Jacket is for those captivated by suspenseful,
twisty stories and beautifully made books. A subscription box
delivering special edition (sprayed edges and signed) books
focusing on mystery, thriller and crime. Beneath the Dust Jacket
began as a way to celebrate stories and to share them with
readers who felt the same.

OUR PICK

‘Secrets don’t stay secret for long in publishing.’

Six authors. One private island. Seventy-two hours to write
the ending that will change their lives.

World-famous author Arthur Fletch is dead. His final novel, WRITES

the most anticipated book in history, remains unfinished.
But the ending won'’t write itself. Fletch’s publisher,
Merriweather Press, has invited six authors to Fletch’s
private island in Scotland. Authors whose books have never n

had the big marketing budgets or publicity opportunities. In Compltely ‘A cucking
other words, midlist. And they’re about to be presented with

the opportunity of a lifetime.

ALL IT NEEDS IS

Whoever writes a worthy ending will receive one million A KILLER TWIST. ..
dollars, and a further one million dollars for a new three-

book contract. They have just seventy-two hours, with no WA wnind yo4 b s o
access to the outside world, just a typewriter and a blank STEPHEN KING

page. All they have to do is write...

Starting is often the hardest part. But getting to the end
could be murder.

beneaththedustjacket.com | @beneaththedustjacket



G Ali-Davey

Adult Fiction: Sports/Drama

G Ali-Davey is the author’s pen-name. He is thirty-one years old
and has been writing his whole life. He fell in love with basketball
when he was eighteen, and his need to root for the underdog led
him to the Minnesota Timberwolves. He is also a Milton Keynes
Breakers fan. He is not a good basketball player. When he plays,
however, he takes the ‘scrappy three-point shooter’ approach. So
in other words — he fouls a lot, and misses a lot of shots.

He doesn't just write fiction. A lot of his work involves telling the
stories of professional basketball players in a classic interview
format, and covering various roles in sports journalism.

B CHARC
B CHARY

chargetonoaks.co.uk | IG: @chargetonbasketballmedia



M.H. Appleton

Adult and YA Fiction: Thriller

M.H. Appleton is a Jamaican-born African currently residing in
the United Kingdom. He has used his craving for something new
and transformative to craft a story with a unique and timely plot
that is long overdue.

His debut novel, The Hand of Menes, is his first instalment in
The Hand of Menes series, which showcases the courage and
resilience of a people as they fight to regain that which was
stolen.

AUTHOR’S PICK

M.H. APPLETON

BOOK 1

THE HAND OF MENES SERIES

www.mhappleton.com | Instagram: theauthor_mha | TikTok: theauthor_mha | Facebook: @mhappleton



KM Bailey

Aadult Fiction: Historical Fiction

KM Bailey trained as an actor, treading the boards for ten years,
then worked in community theatre writing and directing plays.
She now teaches in a rural primary school. Inspired by her
grandfather she began writing at an early age.

Requiem, her first novel, is a work of historical fiction that
explores the unseen wounds of war, examining the quiet
devastations that linger, forbidden friendships and societal

change in the aftermath of the Great War.

AUTHOR’S PICK

Set in rural Bedfordshire, Requiem tells the story of the
working-class Baxter family whose lives are immeasurably
altered by their parents’ deaths during WW1. Told through
the eyes of Baxter brothers Tom and Billy, and the local
landowner’s heir, Edward Mountfield, the drama centres
around the precociously talented middle child Rose.

Rose is a vivacious, opinionated and intelligent girl who

has dreams and aspirations beyond her humble origins;
this, coupled with her uncommon skill in playing the piano,
leads her to cross pathways with Lady Mountfield, Edward’s
mother and wife to Sir Peter, a bluff boar of a man whose
world view is entrenched in the social mores of the time.

The two families’ lives become increasingly intertwined and
as characters battle with their own demons, many haunted

by their experiences of the Great War, a force for harm sets
in progress a course of events that will shatter the seeming
quiet of this rural community.

KM Bailey



R. A. Baldwin

Adult and YA Fiction: Literary Fantasy

R. A. Baldwin is of dual English-Finnish heritage and grew up on
romances and fairy tales. He lives in the Surrey Hills, where he is
inspired by the landscape to produce the stories and artwork of
his imagined world.

Image Credit: randalplunkettphotography

THE CURSE OF
So_met_hlng watches Eolas in his dreams: a rotten man NORTHLAND
veiled in shadow. A silent voice speaks to him, freezing him
with fear. His family insist that he pay his fancies no mind,
nor should he give such life to shadows. But when Edlas THE CHILDREN OF ILVENOR
discovers the apparition is no dream, and he seeks his A
mother and brother to demand answers, he finds they both
are missing.

VOLUMEI

Desperate to find his family, E6las embarks upon a journey
that will lead him back to his forgotten home, to Northland,
a land of perils worse than his haunting dreams. The
darkened hills are stalked by more than men or beasts, and
even there, in the far wilderness, the rotting spirit clinging to
Eélas will not let him go.

www.rabaldwin.com | rabaldwinauthor (instagram)


http://www.rabaldwin.com

Karen Banfield

Adult Fiction: General Fiction

Karen Banfield is a writer of plays and short stories. She’s had
seventeen plays performed with more booked at the Limelight
Theatre, Aylesbury in 2027. She says short stories are perfect
for finding a home for ideas that just keep popping into her
head. She’s had hers included in the 2023, 2025 and 2026 MinK
Anthologies. Her two collections of short stories are A Little
Crime at Bedtime and A Touch of Drama at Bedtime.

Twenty-six short stories about life’s daily dramas, for people
who like a short read at bedtime.

Zoe brings home a birthday surprise, little realising the
confession that Andy will then make.

Some crafty bidding at an auction is just the start of Lisa’s
revenge on behalf of her friend.

And what rule does Fiona break to make Ernest smile
again?

Plus many more interesting characters with their stories to
tell.

KAREN BANEILL 1D

www.Facebook.com/karenbanfieldwriter



Russ Barr

Modern Fiction

Russ Barr writes character-led fiction with heart and soul,
sometimes dark, sometimes funny, but always trying to scratch
beneath the surface of the human condition.

His debut novel, War Inc., is a darkly comic story about our
insatiable appetite for content, and people who turn chaos into
opportunity. He is also the author of the short story Crybully,
published in 2024.

Russ is drawn to flawed characters, broken systems and the
absurdity that often sits just beneath the surface of serious things.

russbarr.co.uk | instagram.com/russbarrwrites | facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584771969715



Kate Bateman

Aadult Fiction: Historical romance

Kate Bateman / K.C. Bateman is a bestselling author of
historical romances, including the Secrets and Spies series,
Bow Street Bachelors series, Ruthless Rivals series, and

Her Majesty’s Rebels series. Her books have received multiple
starred reviews from Publishers Weekly and Library Journal, and
have been translated into multiple languages, including French,
Italian, Brazilian, Japanese, German, Romanian, Czech and
Croatian.

Her Renaissance romp, The Devil To Pay, was a 2019 RITA®
Finalist for Historical Romance.

AUTHOR’S PICK

= " KATE
BATEMAN

A reluctant

road trip,

Mistakenly holding up the coach of the man who broke

her heart is bad enough, but having to endure his

sinfully alluring company all the way to Scotland is Daisy
Hamilton’s worst nightmare . . . and her most secret desire.

facebook.com/kcbatemanauthor | instagram.com/kc_bateman
TikTok: @katebatemanbooks | Threads: kc_bateman



Maaya Brooker

Adult Fiction: Domestic drama

Maaya Brooker is a self-published author of children’s horror
adventure books and women’s fiction. The children’s books are
for 8-12 year olds, with dyslexia-friendly font and based in Milton
Keynes! All her books are written with female protagonists of
colour and different ethnicities.

AUTHOR'’S PICK

Instagram: MaayaBrooker | TikTok: maayabrookerauthor



Chris M L Burleigh

Poetry

‘Life is serious, but is not to be lived too seriously.” Serious or
humorous, my poems are always good-natured. | write when |
have something to say, and | feel | have found the right way to
say it.

My three collections, Particles of Light, Intersecting Lines and

Reflections, reflect my interest in people, love, the natural world,
and the human condition. Each contains serious and light-hearted
poems, with a section of wit and wordplay.

CHRIS M L BURLEIGH

chrismlburleigh.co.uk | FaceBook @chrismlburleigh | Bluesky @chrismiburleigh



J. Cabral-Jackson
YA Fiction: Fantasy

J. Cabral-Jackson is a St. Andrews Graduate and family

doctor with a Masters in Creative Writing from the University of
Manchester, studying under Professor Jeanette Winterson, Geoff
Ryman and lan McGuire. She was a finalist in the NYC Midnight
Screenwriting Competition and Pulp Idol Novel Competition.

Her writing publications include The Morality Test, The Boy
With The Lungs Of A Lion and My Name is Vincent, amongst
others published by Sci-Fi Shorts.
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www.jancabraljackson.com



T.G. Campbell

Adult Fiction: Crime Fiction with an Historical Setting

T.G. Campbell was one of the first babies born in Milton Keynes
Hospital and, aside from her time at university, has lived in MK all
of her life. She published the first book in her series in 2016 and
has the eighth coming out in August (TBC). She work part-time in
local government but has also worked for charitable organisations
assisting witnesses through the experience of giving evidence in
court.

Image Credit: T.G. Campbell

The Case of
The Curious Client

-

www.bowstreetsociety.com | facebook.com/BowStreetSociety | instagram.com/bowstreetsociety
threads.com/@bowstreetsociety Bluesky:bowstreetsociety.bsky.social | x.com/BowStSociety



Lizzie Cantopher

Children’s and YA Fiction: Fable fairytale

Growing up in Northampton, Lizzie Cantopher faced challenges
in school, often labelled as ‘stupid’ due to her struggles with
traditional learning methods. She excelled at sport. But found
writing and reading challenging. She loves books, though!

It wasn’t until later that she discovered she was dyslexic,
something she learned to keep hidden.

Despite these challenges, she navigated a successful career

in nursing, raised her beautiful family, brought back Gold from
the Commonwealth Archery Championships, pursued property
investment, and found love with her partner, Annie. And
eventually decided to write the book about her story, which ended

up becoming the tale of the Nightingale.

In a world where melodies swirl on the wind, a nightingale
loses her enchanting song to a fierce gale. Heartbroken and
afraid, she embarks on a courageous journey to reclaim

her voice — not alone, but with the steadfast support of her
loyal friends: a gentle bear, a brave snake, and an honest
crow. As they confront their fears and the powerful storm
that threatens their harmony, they learn the true strength

of friendship and the importance of asking for help. Will

the nightingale’s determined spirit help them overcome the
tempest, or will her song be lost forever?

Perfect for readers of all ages, this enchanting tale of
friendship and resilience highlights the importance of

belief in oneself and the unbreakable bonds of friendship,
reminding us that even the most impossible dreams can be
realised when we stand together.

L

AUTHOR’S PICK

H" The Nightingale  “{
who lost her Song it

An Enchanting Tale
of Friendship and Resilience

By Lizzie Cantopher

lizziecantopher.com | Facebook: lizzie.cantopher


https://www.instagram.com/@lizziecantopher

David Cartwright

YA Fiction: Science-Fantasy

and horror.

Camelot 2050: Black Knight is the first instalment in
a three-part story that rewrites the ending of the classic
legend of King Arthur, and transports the reader to a
near-future England ruled over by the ancestral line of
Pendragon and the Knights of the Round Table.

Camelot has existed for fifteen hundred years. As the
King’s tournament approaches, Rosalyn, squire to Essex,
prepares to show her mettle in the games. Unbenown to
her, malign forces are moving against Camelot and all it
stands for. The world of reason Rosalyn knows will soon
be torn asunder and, if she or Camelot are to survive, the
wonder of the past must be sought out and embraced.

https://davidcartwriter.art.blog/

David Cartwright grew up in the golden era of Saturday Morning
Cartoons and ever-after has been a fan of fantasy, science-fiction

Stepping from turning the pages to taking up the pen, David
now brings his own stories to the world, making the old new and
putting his own trust on established genres.

- . |
! Camelot 2050: Black Hnight '

Book Dne of the Camelor 2050 Trilogu!

[Oa wd Cartwright

David Cart-Writer @Facebook/Instagram/Bluesky



Moubani Roy Choudhury

Children’s Fiction: Social and Emotional Learning

both worlds.’

A celebration that travels across borders. This story
explores how cultural traditions are carried with us,

even when we live far from home, and how sharing and
celebrating with others makes it even more meaningful. It
offers a window into the celebration of Bengali New Year in
a global context.

Moubani blends the art of storytelling to advocate for
diversity, empathy, and emotional intelligence, crafting
stories that fit the present and the future we want to build.
Her work serves as a dual-purpose mirror and window:
allowing children to see their own identities reflected while
offering others a vibrant look into Bengali language and
culture. She believes the stories we read to children quietly
shape how they see the world. She hopes to see a world
that is truly empathetic, curious, and inclusive, where
diversity is embraced as a strength.

Moubani Roy Choudhury is a multilingual children’s author

and mum, dedicated to weaving cultural heritage into modern
storytelling. She writes dual language Bengali-English books
centred around the ideas of equality and representation.

Raised in a traditional Bengali household in India, she remains
deeply connected to her heritage and language. Now settled in
Buckinghamshire, UK, she draws from her multilingual roots and
her Indo-British family life to create stories that ‘merge the best of

AUTHOR’S PICK
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moubani.com | instagram.com/storiesbymoubani/



J.M. Cobley

Adult Fiction: Historical Literary Fiction

Jason Cobley was born in Devon to Welsh parents, and now
lives in Warwickshire with his family. He has worked in education
for most of his adult life and has written extensively for adults and
children. A Hundred Years to Arras is his first novel. He is also
known for his comics work for Commando and creator-owned
projects such as Amnesia Agents.

Image Credit: JM Cobley 2026

A freezing Easter Monday in 1917. The Somerset Light
Infantry is launched into the Battle of Arras. Three young
friends fight for their lives and the chance to return home.

Robert is twenty-three years old, a farmer’s boy from
Somerset, who joins up against his father’s wishes. Robert
forms fast friendships with Stanley, who lied about his

age to go to war, and Ernest, whose own slippery account
betrays a life on the streets. Their friendship is forged
through gas attacks, trench warfare, freezing in trenches,
hunting rats, and chasing down kidnapped regimental dogs.
Their life is one of mud and mayhem but also love and
laughs.

This is the story of Robert’s journey to Arras and back,

his dreams and memories drawing him home. His story is
that of the working-class Tommy, the story of thousands of
young men who were caught in the collision between old
rural values and the relentlessness of a new kind of war. It
is a story that connects the past with the present through
land, love and blood.

Jmcobleyauthor.com | @ mcobleyauthor.bsky.social | @mcobley.substack.com



S. L. Coe

Adult Fiction: Pirate Adventure Fantasy Romance

S. L. Coe writes new adult pirate adventure fantasy romance
full to the brim with adventure, bloodshed, sass, charisma, and

sensual slow burn.

Her latest release and the first book in The Bard and His Captain
series, Damn Those Inkpot Gods, contains a male bard MC
who has the heart of an angel but the tongue of a serpent, a
female pirate captain MC who likes swordfighting a bit too much
for someone of her title, a bit of filthy language, a lot of bloodshed
and two very very spicy love scenes, if you catch her drift.

S. L. Coe also holds a BA and MA in English literature.

.o........ ® e .
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Facebook and Instagram: @literaturebyslcoe



Emma Coleman

Aadult Fiction: Horror

Emma Coleman is a horror writer from Northampton. Her novella
May Day and short story collection, The Glass House, are
published by NewCon Press.

Image Credit: Donna Scott

May Day: May is just seventeen when the factory goes up,
killing her parents and her sister in their home. In a split
second, she has been rendered an orphan.

3

The war is at its height and May has no option but to
relocate to the country, moving in with her father’s sister,

a strict church-going woman who never did approve of
May’s mum nor her heathen ways. Despite Aunt Celia’s
disapproval, May continues to practice the superstitions her
mum drummed into her.

Until the one time she doesn’t; at which point something
dark and deadly arises and proceeds to invade her life,
determined to claim her as its own...

Ermma Coleman

“A truly original tale of terror, founded on a vivid sense of
period and place and in traditions that feel both occult and
uncannily familiar.” — Ramsey Campbell



Camille Cross

Adult Fiction: Romance, modern fiction

When middle-aged Joni is introduced to ‘Indigo Joe’, the
debut song from a new band topping the charts, by her
music-loving son, she realises the lead singer is a boy who
was in her class when she was a primary school teacher in
her twenties.

Her mind turns to the time when troubled but gifted Jonah
entered her classroom. It was September 2001, and his
possible prediction of 9/11 left him as a boy she would
never forget. Whilst in her class, he uncovers his potential,
but it’s intuitive Jonah who encourages her, set in her
ways and alone, to seek the courage needed to find the
happiness she has today.

Camille Cross has self-published two novels, with a third due
out in September. She has been writing a long time, and has a
master’s degree in scriptwriting.

AUTHOR’S pck

INDIGO JOE
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Tim Dalgleish

Adult Non-fiction: Biography

Tim Dalgleish is an actor and author of over thirty books of
biography, history, literary essays, poetry, plays and fiction,
including Playing Macbeth: An Actor’s Journey into the Role,
Three Hearts of the Octopus, The Stones of Mithras and The
Guerilla Philosopher. In the last three years, he has co-written
three Greek tragedies, and his passion project Max Ehrmann
and the Killing of Edward Wade, a groundbreaking investigation
into the life of the poet who wrote ‘Desiderata’.

T°000000000¢ ., .
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Linda Dunscombe

Adult Fiction: Soap Opera - drama

Linda Dunscombe has written seventy-five episodes of a Soap
Opera you can read: Jasmine Close follows residents as they
move into a new housing estate in Milton Keynes. Each episode
takes around twenty-five minutes to read, perfect for your lunch
break, short commute or just to curl up on the sofa or read in bed.

She has also published crime and romance, as well as non-fiction
and the award-winning Madam — Prostitutes, Punters and
Puppets. Her new novel is a fantasy based here in MK — did you
know that magical creatures live at Willen Lake and Pixies ride

Follow the lives — Experience the drama: The Soap Opera
you can read.

Victoria works in the show-home and she likes to know
what’s going on. She’s nosy, bossy, and caring, with a
husband who keeps disappearing and a teenage daughter
she’s struggling to connect with.

Jenny is suffering from post-traumatic stress and the move
to the new house in the new city will, according to her
husband, Miles, make everything better.

Barry is the building site foreman whose schedule keeps
being interrupted by the half-naked ladies in apartment two
who keep diverting his men away from their work.

Steve severed his spine in a car accident and, fresh from
the Spinal Injuries rehab unit, he’s trying to find his place in
a world that is much scarier in a wheelchair.

Sonia has a perfect family and a secret life, while Belle just
wants to keep her children safe ,and Natasha and Ed are
adjusting to life with a new baby who cries all the time.

around on the delivery robots?

AUTHOR'’S pick

JASMINE
CLOSE

FOLLOW THE LIVES - EXPERIENCE THE DRAMA

Series One — Episodes 1 — 25
Linda Dunscombe




Paul Eccentric
Adult Fiction: Steampunk

Paul Eccentric has been writing and performing for forty years.
He’s now enjoying writing in one of his favourite genres, that of
Steampunk with his latest series, The Periwinkle Perspective.
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Pauleccentric.com | Instagram: @pauleccentric



Sonia Elijah

Adult Non-fiction: Investigative Journalism

Sonia Elijah is an independent investigative journalist and former
BBC researcher with a background in economics. Known for

her meticulous, evidence-based reporting, she has conducted
in-depth investigations into the COVID-19 response, including
Pfizer-BioNTech trial documents, vaccine safety issues, excess
deaths, regulatory failures, and institutional conflicts of interest.
She challenges mainstream narratives through her Substack
Sonia Elijah Investigates and podcast. 3/11 Viral Takeover is her
debut book.

On March 11, 2020, a Pandemic was Declared

and Our World Changed Forever

SUNIA ELIJAH

www.soniaelijah.com | @sonia_elijah



Gareth Ellis

Adult Non-fiction: Self-help — Parenting

Gareth Ellis is a forty-year-old, happily married dad with two
children. He has been writing professionally for eighteen years,
as a journalist and copywriter; however, this is his first foray into

book writing and self-publishing.

He lives and works in Milton Keynes and grew up in the area,
leaving briefly to go to university in Surrey between 2004 and
2007. In terms of parenting, he is supported by a loving wife,
Jessica, and his dad. Unfortunately, he lost his mum in July 2019,
when his eldest child, Rupert, was just seven months old.
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DAD’S THE WORD:

https://www.cloudninewriting.com | @dads_the_word_gareth



A.B. Esson / Ellis Greaves

Adult and YA Fiction: Mystery, Romance and Thriller

Melissa Hargreaves writes as both A.B. Esson and Ellis
Greaves, creating emotionally rich romance and psychological
suspense for adults, alongside mystery adventures for younger
readers. With a background in psychology and education, her
work explores relationships, identity, trust, neurodiversity, and
resilience through character-driven storytelling. She is the
founder of Trois Etoiles Press and regularly appears at literary
festivals and book events across the UK.

FTHE ROWAN FIVE

Labore Hereditas Servatur. By labour, the legacy is
preserved.

That is what Ashwyke tells you. (51l TheWhispers

What Ashwyke doesn't tell you is that the East Wing has PASHWYRE
been sealed since 1891. The founder’s portrait has been
moved three times this term. And the school motto has a

second meaning that nobody is supposed to find.
Maddie King found it.

Five students. One conspiracy. Over a hundred years of
silence about to end.

www.troisetoilespress.com



Katie Farrow

Adult Fiction: Paranormal Romance

Katie Farrow is a thirty-nine-year-old neurodivergent indie author
who writes Paranormal Romance and Romantasy, and loves
reading books too.

AUTHOR’S PICK

IMMORTALS
CURSE

A paranormal romance about two soulmates.

Nathaniel is a hybrid vampire-witch who has watched his
soulmate Evelyn die eight times before she is reborn again.
Now, the nineth time, is her last chance for them to break
the curse. If she dies this time it’s for good — and Nathaniel
will lose his soul.

|

KATIE FARROW .23
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TikTok: katie.farrow.auth



Toby Faulkner

YA (Young Adult) Fiction: Fantasy and sci-fi

Toby Faulkner is a Fantasy and Sci-fi author, with a complete
series published: Evolution of the Elements. He is currently
working on a fantasy series with dragons.

The Elements are phenomenal beings, each with unique
and extraordinary powers. It is unknown why and how long
they have been dormant from the dangerous worlds of |zara
and Raziz, but now the time has come to be awakened.

In the wondrous City of Lementes, Jaykin, a deeply
troubled young man, is searching for his father, who has
disappeared in baffling circumstances. He nearly gives up
hope until he secures the help of the mysterious Kanaren
and his trusty companion, Q-Tech. As their adventure
begins, Kanaren warns of an impending invasion, but no
one in power will listen, and Jaykin discovers he has an
innate and disturbing ability.

T.M.FAULKNER

tmfaulkner.com | https://www.instagram.com/t.m.faulkner_author



Ruth Finnegan

Adult Non-fiction: Cookery

Ruth Finnegan (born 1933), Emeritus Professor of the
Open University, is an anthropologist and novelist with broad
interdisciplinary interests, especially in classical studies,
literature, sociolinguistics, modes of thought, cultural history
and, recently, spiritual paranormal experience or altered
consciousness.

AUTHOR’S PICK

'WORDS by: Ruth Finnegan
CARTOONS by: Josk Sépl

SECOND EDITION 2024

www.ruthhfinnegan.com | Facebook: Ruth Finnegan Author



Fly on the Wall Press

Aadult Fiction: Historical Fiction

Fly on the Wall Press is an award-winning independent
publisher based in Manchester, committed to curating upmarket
fiction, each with a social message at their heart.

Founded in 2018 with a mission to amplify underrepresented
voices and challenge conventional narratives, we've built a
reputation for publishing books that spark conversation, inspire
action, and push literary boundaries.

Our authors have been recognised in major literary prizes,
including listings in the Women’s Prize for Fiction, Sky Arts
Award, the Laurel Prize; the Julie Suk Award, the Edge Hill Prize
and the Saboteur Awards.

www.flyonthewallpress | @flyonthewallpress



Gail Gammell

Aadult Fiction: Historical Romance

Gail Gammell is the author of several books. In addition to
writing, she enjoys spending time with her grandchildren, her
friends and her beautiful cavapoo, Bailey. An Irish-Canadian
expat, she moved to the UK over a decade ago, while her
grandkids were wee. Now that they’re older, she has more time to

write.

At the turn of the twentieth century, Montana, Kit Comstock
returns as a prodigal son to his ancestral home on the day
his father is buried. Surprised to find his recently deceased
father has left a beautiful young widow, Sarah, and a young
son, Robbie, he has no intention of staying. Sarah reveals
she has been left with nothing in her late husband’s will.

Until Kit’s unexpected return, as if from the dead, the
presumed heir to Elmcroft was younger dissolute son
Richard, who has been the undoing of the once vast
holdings of the Triple C. He has offered Sarah a home at
Elmcroft but only as his wife, a condition abhorrent to her.
Despite Kit’s reluctance to stay, Sarah’s desperation, and
their immediate but unacknowledged mutual attraction
move him to agree to a marriage of convenience with his
stepmother, and to fight for his heritage, the wife he is
falling in love with and her son, his little stepbrother.

When asked what she misses most about Canada, she says it’s
her family and friends with whom she spent up to six decades.
Plus some of the national foods... When asked if she’s glad to be
in England, she offers a resounding yes!

AUTHOR’S PICK
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Gail Gammell

Gailgammell.com | gailgammell1 - instagram | Gail Stephen’s Gammell - Facebook



Apple Gidley

Aadult Fiction: Historical Fiction

A nomadic life has seen Anglo-Australian Apple Gidley live in
twelve countries, the experiences of which are reflected in her
writing, whether in memoir, contemporary fiction or her favoured
genre, historical fiction.

She is the published author of seven books, the latest of which,
Annie’s Day, won a silver medal in The Wishing Shelf Book
Awards, and is an Editor’s Choice in the Historical Novels
Review.

Gidley is working on her fifth historical novel.

www.applegidley.com | www.facebook.com/apple.gidley | bsky.app/profile/applegidleyauthor.bsky.social
instagram.com/apple.gidley | x.com/ExpatApple



Stacey Gittens

Children’s Fiction: Picture Book

Born in Australia, Stacey Gittens performed on screen and
stage before becoming a schoolteacher, children’s author, and
globetrotter. Now based in the UK and focusing on editing and

design, she enjoys collaborating with creative people across the
globe.

Stacey’s three energetic sons fuel her mission to inspire and
empower others. She is dedicated to elevating projects and
believes that small changes can make a significant impact.

Faithful Stories.com | @faithfulstories



Steven Gosling
Children’s Fiction: Middle-Grade Comedy

Steven Gosling is an award-winning poet and author who lives
in London with his two daughters. He has been writing stories
for many years, but he first obtained success as a poet. He won
several poetry prizes and had his poetry published.

He decided to concentrate on stories when he couldn’t find the
right kind for his children, when they were growing up. Typically,
he thought, if they didn’t exist, he would create them.

STEVEN GOSLING

www.steven-gosling.com | facebook.com/stevengosling.author | instagram.com/stevengosling.author
x.com/steven_gosling | tiktok.com/@stevengosling.author | youtube.com/@stevengosling



Alex Grant

Adult Fiction: Short story fiction

Alex Grant loves reading novels, but having grown up in

the punk era, he also values writing that is sharp, direct, and
entertaining. However, his stories are far from the literary
equivalent of a simple three-chord thrash. Instead, they are
layered and thought-provoking, inviting multiple readings to fully
appreciate their depth and complexity.

An economist by profession, his interests span the criminal justice
system, the spiritual dimension of life, and playing bass guitar. He
also enjoys the croquet game as quintessentially English as it is
vicious.

AUTHOR’S PICK

D

A DIFFERENT
APPROACH
and o tori .

-




Blaidd Gwyn

Adult Fiction: Fantasy

Blaidd Gwyn is a fantasy author from Wales, a veteran and lover
of all things fantasy.

OF THE WEST
BLAIDD GWYN L]

Blaiddgwyn.com | Tiktok @Blaidd_Gwyn_Novels



Ina Harrington

YA Fiction: Urban Fantasy, Paranormal Mystery, Horror

Ina Harrington writes immersive, character-driven urban fantasy,
blending paranormal mystery and romance with a sharp edge of
unsettling horror. Her work is dark, compelling, and guaranteed to
keep you up at night.
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http://inaharrington.com | Insta: inaharringtonauthor



Chrissie Harrison

Adult Fiction: Romantic Comedy

Chrissie Harrison writes British romantic comedies and sports
romcoms with a relatable rather than escapist feel. The stories
are characterised by low spice, charm, wit and heart. You'll find
strong women, nice guys, a twist on genre staples, and dialogue
that crackles.

Chrissie’s passion for movies creates books that you could
imagine on the big screen, ideally adapted by favourite
screenwriter Richard Curtis. Fingers crossed...!

Drew's life needed a lift.
Then she arrived.

_Chrissie Harrison |
I/ R N

www.chrissieharrison.co.uk | @AuthorChrissieHarrison



Neil J Hart

YA Fiction: Dystopian Fantasy Adventure

Neil J Hart is a multi awarding-winning author of fantasy, horror
and sci-fi books packed with adventure, peril and heart. His
favourite authors include Terry Pratchett, V.E. Schwab, Brandon
Sanderson and Leigh Bardugo. He lives in Brighton, works

as a graphic designer, fosters for Cats Protection, collects
Tomb Raider memorabilia, and loves cheese and cucumber
sandwiches.

AUTHOR’S PICK
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https://neiljhart.com | https://instagram.com/neiljhartwrites
https://facebook.com/neiljhartwrites | https://tiktok.com/@neiljhart



Jon Harvey

Children’s Fiction: Magical realism / Politics / Creativity

During his time as Mayor of Buckingham, Jon Harvey was
invited to open a school library. He wanted to read the children a
story about a Town Mayor but could not find one that worked for
him. So he wrote one! Now, he visits schools, reading his story
and encouraging the youngsters to write creatively and maybe
one day, becoming local councillors themselves. If you were Town
Mayor, what would you change about where you live?

JoN HARVEY

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELizABETH GIBBS

https://themayorsbear.blogspot.com/ | https://bsky.app/profile/jonsharvey.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/jon.harvey.7739/ | https://www.linkedin.com/in/jon-harvey-37092a1/



Paul Hatcher
Adult, Children’s and YA Fiction. Comedy

Paul Hatcher is best known as the author of The World Stare-
Out Championship Final, which featured on the BBC comedy
sketch show Big Train. His short story ‘AZAD’ was runner-up in
the 2025 Rachel Cook Prize (see the Observer articleL https://bit.
ly/3PA2126)

He is currently working on The Adventures of Gilbert & George,
a screwball comedy satire. He works part time in a warehouse to
support himself, and spends his mornings writing and drawing.

- THE
WORLD

https://thehouseofhatch.blogspot.com/ | https://thehouseofhatch.bigcartel.com/
@thehouseofhatch



Sam Higgins

Children’s Fiction: Fantasy

Sam Higgins is a new children’s author, recently launching his
debut children’s fantasy series, Tales of the Heart Stars.

Sam grew up in Birmingham but now lives in a small village

in Leicestershire, where he spends his days running around

after his children, or his dog, Sully. By day, he is a video game
producer, by night, he dabbles in writing fiction for children —
inspired by seeing his children’s love for the stories he makes up!

Sixela, Rebma and Anphie have barely ever seen the
outside world away from their tropical island home, where
they live with just their father. But that all changes the
morning after Anphie’s tenth birthday, when they embark on
a thrilling adventure to uncover the secrets of their magical
necklaces — the Heart Stars.

After travelling to Luna Bell Forest and learning of an
imminent danger, they become wrapped up in a perilous
journey to seek out a legend — is this the key to saving the
forest? It doesn’t take long, though, for them to realise that
the secrets of their Heart Stars are much more powerful
than they ever imagined...

www.talesoftheheartstars.co.uk
@talesoftheheartstars (TikTok, Instagram)
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Carolann Hinson

Children’s: Picture Books 4-8 Years

Carolann Hinson is a children’s author and illustrator, and the
creator of the Spadger series. Passionate about helping children
navigate life’s challenges, she writes heartfelt stories that explore
themes such as friendship, loss, resilience, and hope through a
cast of lovable characters.

Her debut book, Spadger Finds His Way Home, was inspired
by the power of kindness and connection. Carolann’s mission is
to create stories that spark meaningful conversations between
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Spadger is a kind-hearted homing pigeon who delivers
letters to his friends and neighbours throughout the village.
One day, he begins to find it more difficult to remember the
addresses. Thankfully, his wonderful friends — Ozzy the
dog, Sammy the bear, Peanut the elephant, Mya the doll
and Jean the pigeon — each use their own unique strengths
to help Spadger find his way home. Together, they discover
that kindness, courage, and friendship can overcome even
the biggest challenges.

Inspired by Carolann’s father’s journey with Alzheimer’s,
the Spadger & Friends series encourages meaningful
conversations about empathy, compassion, and the
importance of supporting one another. The characters are
also available as beautifully crafted collectible plushies,
allowing children to continue the adventure through
imaginative play, comfort, and storytelling.

Filled with warmth, hope, and gentle humour, Spadger
Finds His Way Home is a story to be treasured, shared,
and returned to time and time again, reminding readers that
no one has to find their way alone.

www.spadgerandfriends.com

www.instagram.com/spadgerandfriends

children and the adults who care for them.

AUTHOR’S PICK

A gentle story to help children
understand dementia.


http://www.spadgerandfriends.com
https://www.instagram.com/spadgerandfriends?igsh=ZDZ3cGd4dTkxbWp1

Michael Hiskins

Teen YA Fiction: Fantasy

Image Credit:

Grey Ragalow was a normal country boy living a normal
country life. Until the day a small, scruffy stranger comes
to his village and tells Grey that he has something that
belongs to him — a small but powerful crystal. Once in his
possession, Grey accidentally releases the trapped soul of
an ancient god, who tells him that he must go on a quest
to find the giant legendary jewel — The White Rock — and
protect it from a forthcoming evil.

Now, along with his twin sister, Lyla and a new group

of brave friends, Grey will embark on an unmissable
adventure filled with magic spells, fearless knights, far-
off lands and enough dragon fire to set your imagination
ablaze.

When Michael Hiskins was younger, writing was the furthest
thing from his mind. Living with dyslexia, the idea of writing

an entire novel felt impossible. Yet he always had a love for
storytelling, so In his early twenties, | decided to challenge
myself. It became one of the most difficult yet rewarding things he
has ever accomplished, and what once seemed impossible has
since become one of his greatest passions.

WHITE ROCK

Grey and the Guardian Sword

Michael Hiskins

Instagram: mghart_1 | TikTok: @mghart_1
Facebook: Michael G Hiskins: Fine Arts & Creations



Sarah Hobbs

Adult Non-fiction (incl memoir or auto-fiction): Poetry

Sarah Hobbs is a self-published poet born and raised in London
and now residing in Milton Keynes. To date they have published
five full collections, one pamphlet and one illustrated chapbook,
as well as appearing in the anthology collection Sweet Beats for

Keats.

Image Credit:
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www.sarahhobbspoetry.co.uk
@sarahhobbspoetry



Susannah Hockham

Adult Fiction: Romance

Self-confessed romantic and book lover Susannah Hockham is a
mum of two and works in magazine publishing. As well as writing
books, she also writes short stories for Woman’s Weekly UK
magazine. A Moment in the Maldives is her first novel.

@susannahhockham (Instagram and Facebook)



Natalie Horner

Adult Fiction: Fantasy, Romantasy

Natalie Horner is a South Yorkshire author who lives with her
husband, son and a cat called Puss. Her debut romantasy,
Wings - Book One: The Revelation’s Prophecy, was published
in november and book two, Possessed, is in the works.

Image Credit: MMPhotography

Charlie Green prays for God to take away her abusive
father so she can finally start living her life. But what she
gets is far more than she bargained for.

After a string of brutal murders shakes her hometown of
Echo Hill — and both her parents mysteriously vanish —
Charlie is thrust into a world she never knew existed. Her
guide? A fierce, enigmatic Guardian Angel named Michael,
who leaves her questioning everything she thought she
knew about heaven, hell, and herself.

When Lucifer sets his sights on her soul, Charlie and
Michael must fight to survive against the forces of darkness
— while resisting a bond that defies the laws of angels and
humans and stretches across eternity.

www.nataliehornerauthor.com
https://linktr.ee/writerreadertother



Maria lliffe-Wood

Adult Non-fiction: Inspirational Poetry

Maria lliffe-Wood is a coach, author, and founder of IW Press.
She has written four books, including Coaching Presence — on
university reading lists from Cambridge to Toronto, and one of

ICF Canada’s top five reads for coaches. Since founding IW
Press in 2020, she has published fifteen books, including Perfect
Unfolding, an Editor’s Pick from Publishers Weekly. Maria brings
over thirty years of coaching experience and a lifelong passion for

writing to everything she publishes.

Image Credit: Fiona Millington
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www.iliffe-wood.co.uk | facebook.com/iliffewood
linkedin.com/in/maria-iliffe-wood-52682912 | instagram.com/iliffewood/



Dave Johnson
Adult Fiction: Cosy Murder Mystery

Dave Johnson writes the Shepton Rise Murders, a cosy
mystery series set in the fictional market town of Shepton Rise,
where gossip travels fast and murder never stays buried for
long. Living in Rutland, England’s smallest county, Dave draws
inspiration from the charm and character of small-town life.

Before turning to crime fiction, he wrote historical adventures and
steampunk tales, following careers in textile design and university
lecturing. Four mysteries are already published, with more
secrets waiting to unfold.
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www.stuckdave.co.uk
IG: @stuckdavewrites | TikTok @sheptonrisemurders



Martin Jones

Children’s Fiction: Adventure story

Martin Jones is an independent author from Kent writing
speculative fiction, children’s literature and short stories — winner
of the Writers’ Forum Magazine short story competition.

He has appeared with his books at literary festivals in Maidstone,
Tunbridge Wells, Faversham and Cirencester. Maidstone Literary
Festival has made him an honorary friend.

martinjoneswriter.com
https://www.facebook.com/martinjones63



Della Judd

Adult Non-fiction: Memoir and History

Della Judd is an author and co-runs the family publishing
business Synjon Books, which specialises in history and
genealogy titles. Her recent work includes publishing her
grandfather’s Second World War diaries, while her latest First
World War history was released in August 2026. She is also the
author of a career coaching book inspired by the changing world
of work after the pandemic.

ARRADSAND f
RAF DAYS

www.synjonbooks.co.uk



Jennifer D. Knight

Adult and YA Fiction: Historical Fiction/Magic

The Stowaway, Book One of The Windrush Chronicles,
is a gripping story following Yara, a young Jamaican woman
navigating danger, secrets and uncertainty aboard the
Empire Windrush. Set against the real historical events

of the ship’s 1948 journey from the Caribbean to Britain,

the novel blends carefully researched history with magical
realism, Caribbean folklore and mystery.

As the boundaries between the ordinary and the
supernatural begin to blur, Yara’s journey becomes one

of survival, identity, belonging and discovery. Through

her story, The Stowaway brings the experiences and
atmosphere of the Windrush era to life for a new generation
of readers, while celebrating Caribbean culture, resilience
and the power of stories carried across generations.

Jennifer D. Knight is an author, educator and cultural storyteller
whose work explores Black British and Caribbean history,
memory, migration, folklore and identity. Through 22 House

of Books, she creates books and creative projects that bring
overlooked histories to life for young people, families, schools
and communities. Her writing combines history, imagination and
storytelling to help new generations connect with the people,
traditions and stories that came before them.

AUTHOR’S PICK

Jennifer D. Knight
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instagram@22houseofbooks’gamil.com



M. A. Knights

Adult Fiction: Cosy fantasy / Paranormal

Hello. 'm M. A. Knights, an English writer, BookToker, and firm
believer that magic is more useful than data.

After earning degrees in Countryside Conservation and Climate
Change, | realised | am, in fact, not a scientist at all. Something
to do with memory. Or numbers. Or both. Either way, | left the
data crunching to braver minds and returned to the fantastical
imaginings of my youth.

These days | write cosy fantasy and supernatural mysteries full
of eccentric characters, improbable creatures, and just enough
danger to keep things interesting, but never uncomfortable.

Clementine Trussel didn’t go looking for the supernatural. It
found her.

When a small pig wearing a derby hat falls out of her
grandmother’s upstairs window, Clementine is inclined to
believe she’s finally lost her grip on reality. But she is not
the only witness. The other is a portly, tweed-clad stranger
by the name of Theophilius Gout, who claims to be an
expert in the paranormal.

There is something undeniably odd about Mr Gout, and
when Clementine’s grandmother falls dangerously ill, she
finds herself uneasy about placing her trust in a stranger,
particularly one who seems more interested in cakes than
cures.

With her grandmother’s life at stake, Clementine has little
choice but to follow Mr Gout into a quiet, hidden world

of peculiar magic lurking just beneath the surface of her M.A KNIGHTS y

ordinary hometown. ;
TRUSSEL AND GOUT:
The Pig in the Derby Hat is the first instalment in Trussel lmmonw:mnwsl

& Gout: Paranormal Investigations, a cosy supernatural
mystery series.

www.maknightswrites.co.uk
@m.a.knights (TT and I1G)



Tamaryn Kraleva-Greener

Children’s Fiction: lllustrated Story

places.

The Adventures of Sir Laurence Huffington is a
heartwarming and imaginative tale that celebrates curiosity,
friendship, and the wonder of the natural world. Join

Sir Laurence Huffington, a thoughtful and adventurous
hedgehog, as he embarks on a journey filled with
unexpected discoveries, gentle humour, and memorable
encounters.

Perfect for young readers and families to enjoy together,
this beautifully illustrated story offers a refreshing
alternative to traditional children’s books. There are no
villains to defeat or battles to win — instead, children are
invited to explore a world where kindness, understanding,
and curiosity lead the way.

And the adventure doesn’t end when the story does. Flip
the book over to discover The Huffington Files — a unique
educational companion packed with facts, observations,
sketches, and insights inspired by the story. Young
explorers can learn about hedgehogs, wildlife, habitats, and
the important differences between wild animals and pets.

Whether shared at bedtime, enjoyed independently,

or explored in the classroom, The Adventures of Sir
Laurence Huffington it is a delightful reading experience
that inspires children to wonder, learn, and embrace what
makes every creature — and every child — unique.

www.cwazyleigh.com

Instagram: @cwazyleigh_creations

Tamaryn Kraleva-Greener has been writing and drawing
characters since the age of ten. Her love of storytelling and wild
imagination will have you entertained for hours on end. Her
dyslexic thinking and creative spirit created the worlds of both
the CwaZyBean Aliens and CwaZyHog — the first and second in-
house projects under the CwaZyLeigh CreaTions brand.

She loves to paint, craft, go on adventures and exploring new

AUTHOR’S PICK
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Jonas Lane

Adult Fiction: Historical Gothic Fiction

Jonas Lane is an acclaimed author and educator who is never
happier than when he’s telling a tall tale, whether it’s to his
readers or the children he visits in schools or teaches.

Jonas’ books appeal to readers of all ages and genres, his
audience being those who are still young at heart and hungry for
both excitement and adventure.

Every novel Jonas has published has been rated as 5-star by
reviewers across all platforms.

Jonas looks forward to meeting readers old and new to chat
about all things fantastical and thrilling at the MK Indie Book Fair!

DRAGON |,
CHASERS
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www.JonasLaneAuthor.com | Facebook: www.facebook.com/jonaslaneauthor
Instagram: @JonaslLaneAuthor | X: @JonasLaneAuthor | Threads: @jonaslaneauthor



Alexander Lane

Aadult Fiction: Horror

Alexander Lane has almost died on several continents. When
he’s not writing, he’s thinking about travelling around our planet
or into the stars.

He’ll be wondering whether scuba diving is as safe as it is
incredible, planning his next trip to somewhere that’s hopefully
more fun than fatal, or dreaming of the many ways that space
travel could be both wonderful and dangerous.

Bedford, UK.

Getting to the jungle was easy. Coming home is a killer.

In the heart of Borneo, a group of dedicated volunteers
embarks on a journey to save the endangered orangutans,
but what began as a noble mission soon spirals into a
nightmare.

The dark mystery of twelve missing volunteers is revealed
by a collection of battered diaries.

Team leaders Tara and Rendy must protect their remote
camp against ruthless outlaws, freak weather and failing
supplies. They soon suspect that the greatest danger is
among them: a lost soul with a savage bloodlust.

Blood River is a thrilling found-footage survival horror story
with a hint of the supernatural.

Alexander currently lives with his partner and their dog in

AUTHOR’S PICK
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alexanderlane.co.uk | Facebook: Alexander Lane author
TikTok: @nightmarevacations | Instagram: 96percentchimp



Benjamin Langley

Adult Fiction: Crime and Mystery

Benjamin Langley is an author and print maker. His work has
been described as quiet horror with a creeping dread. Much

of his work is set in the Cambridgeshire Fens. He also runs
LinocutHorror, creating linoprints of iconic images on well-loved
novels.

AUTHOR'’S pick
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One of Ingolstadt University’s most notorious students was AND TH-F
Victor Frankenstein. Now, with the university relocated to & A g

Munich, someone has found his notes and is using the SH A D O WS O F

secrets within to create their own monster. Sherlock Holmes

is on the case! [NGOLSTADT

Also featured are six other adventures which cross over m‘;
with The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, The «E’ﬁ
Island of Dr Moreau, The Hunchback of Notre Dame and
more.
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BenjaminLangley.co.uk
@benjamin_Langley_writer (Instagram) | @linocuthorror (TikTok)



Isla Lockwood

Adult Fiction: Romantasy

Isla Lockwood is the indie author, fantasy pen name of
internationally bestselling author C. L. Miller, whose murder
mystery series Antique Hunter’s Guide To Murder is published
by Pan Macmillan UK and S&S US and translated into eighteen
languages worldwide, and has sold TV rights.

Her debut romantasy novel, When the Sky Burns, is the first
book in the Skyworld series publishes in September: a seasonal
fantasy world inspired by ancient Celtic traditions, dangerous
magic and set over the Twelve Nights of Yule.

Image Credit: Dan Kenedy

AUTHOR’S PICK

Enter a frozen world holding its breath... before everything
burns.

Twelve perilous nights of Yule. One ancient curse. Two men
who sought to contain her. Until she became the weapon
they feared.

The phoenixes are dying. The kingdom that worshipped
them has fallen. When rebel spy Aliwen steals a sentient
grimoire, she uncovers a truth the witches buried. The
curse that destroyed the phoenixes was never meant to be
broken. But hidden within it is a single flaw.

Her.

On the run with the rebel leader who believes she holds the
key to reclaim their kingdom — and hunted by an enemy
Rider whose fire would destroy her with a single touch.
Aliwen has the twelve nights of Yule to unravel the spell that
reshaped kingdoms. Or burn with it.

When the Sky Burns is a dark romantic fantasy with Y N ] Jr ANY)
cursed phoenix riders, sentient books, ancient magic, P (SLA LOCK
dangerous loyalties, and a slow-burn romance set across _
the twelve nights of Yule. Perfect for fans of One Dark
Window, Road of Bones and When the Moon Hatched.

www.islalockwood.com | islalockwoodauthor


http://www.islalockwood.com

Image Credit: Dan James Short

The Garden of Eden is a fast-paced fantasy adventure set

Auran Lyonheart

Adult and YA Fiction: Fantasy

Auran Lyonheart is an emerging author establishing himself as
a bright, distinctive and creative voice. Before writing fiction, he
built a diverse career in music as the founder of the rock band
Verax, and he continues to channel that sense of rhythm and
intensity into his work.

Away from the page he is an iron-distance triathlete and
marathon runner as well as a fine furniture maker — disciplines
that shape his fascination with endurance, craft and the human
will

AUTHOR’S pck

in the modern world about power, family and loyalty, where
the end of the world may be the beginning of something far

more dangerous.

When a living Eden bears fruit that can turn mortals into
mythical creatures, the world hungers for a taste... but
every bite chains the eater to Eden’s fate.

Eden, a mysterious guardian of the Tree of Life, and her
granddaughter Ayra live hidden in the modern world,
protecting the sacred fruit that can elevate mortals to
Celestial status. When they share this forbidden gift with

As Tanya races toward the Pyramid of the Sun in Mexico,
the ancient site where the transformation can be completed,
Mendoza is guided by Dani, an immortal ice goddess with

NS

their neighbour — John Mendoza, an unbearably average GA T N
forty-year-old man, and Tanya Devilliers, a destitute GARDEN

seventeen-year-old girl — everything changes. of ED]

a high-profile yet mysterious past and a taste for chaos
and men. They are hunted by Erik, a ruthless fire demon
who seeks to dominate humankind as a God whilst the FBI

hunts them as monsters.

www.auranlyonheart.com
@garden_of_eden_saga



Tana Macpherson-Smith

YA Fiction: Contemporary Fiction

health.

Image Credit: Xanthe Elbrick

Part gripping survival story, part guide to understanding the
voice in your head, There’s a Monkey on Your Shoulder
explores what happens when a group of teens are forced to
face their inner ‘monkeys’, the living symbols of the beliefs,
doubts and fears that have shaped their lives.

Through the challenges faced by the teenagers, this novel
gently unpacks the roots of emotional overwhelm and
demystifies the inner critic. It offers a step-by-step toolkit for
anyone looking to unlock creativity, reclaim their confidence
and move forward with courage and genuine self-belief.

Whether you’re a young person navigating the challenges
of life, a parent supporting one, or simply someone still
shaped by your own younger self — this story is for you.

www.tanamacpherson.com

Tana Macpherson-Smith is an author, speaker, former teacher,
and child and adolescent trauma-informed therapist whose work
explores the emotional roots of human behaviour and mental

Through her writing, talks, and The Tapestry Framework, she
is passionate about helping people understand how early
experiences shape lives — and why prevention is the key to
transforming the future of children’s mental wellbeing.

AUTHOR’S PICK]
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tanamacphersonsmith/



L.L. MacRae

Adult Fiction: Epic Fantasy

L .L. MacRae is a British fantasy author of character-driven
stories and epic adventure. Her books contain dragons, bucket-
loads of magic, and are fun and hopeful.

She’s been a finalist and semi-finalist in SPFBO, published
nineteen books, and two of her short stories have appeared in
anthologies.

She lives in a village in the English countryside, has a degree
in Psychology, and was a professional copywriter before going
full-time as an author — swapping corporate copy for magic and
dragons!

Image Credit: Lauren MacRae

Fenn’s first and only memory is of finding himself in the
middle of a forest, face to face with a dragon spirit mocking
him, all knowledge gone apart from his own name.

Lost and confused, his only hope for answers is Calidra —
a woman living on the edge of the world with her partner.
Forced to return home when her father dies, Calidra has
put off facing her estranged mother for seven years, and
she begrudgingly helps Fenn, forging papers for him so he
can avoid the Queen’s Inquisitors.

But her mother is the least of her worries when they
discover an ancient enemy is rising again. It should be
impossible with the Iron Crown in power — and Fenn is
terrified he might unwittingly be playing a part in the war’s
resurgence.

Surrounded by vengeful spirits and powerful magic, Fenn’s
desperate attempt to find his way home might well alter the
fate of Tassar, and every power in it.

https://www.lImacrae.com/
https://www.instagram.com/_limacrae/



Lorna Marlow

Adult Fiction: Romantic Suspense

Northants-based Lorna Marlow is a writer of romantic suspense
novels set in Cornwall. Her first novel, Finding Home was
shortlisted for the RNA Debut Novel of the Year 2026. Her second
novel, Sisters of the Tide, is released in September 2026. She is

always happiest by the sea or trying to tame her garden.

. FINDING
" HOME

www.lornamarlow.co.uk
@lornamarlowauthor



Samantha Mattocks

Children’s Fiction: Fantasy

Samantha Mattocks is an award-winning author and journalist
with a passion for the written word. Best known for her children’s
book series, The Magical Mister Mishkins and Nero the Hero,
Samantha’s words have transported readers to another place —
one filled with magic, inspiration, dreams, and more.

The author of eight books — one published under a pen name to
protect the innocent —Samantha loves sharing her imagination
with others and taking them to magical worlds.

Mistzer Mishkins' S
Apothecory

writhan oy

SSAMANTHA MATTOCKS
Allistrations by Gerds Smit
The Magical Misker Mishking Series Bk me

samanthamattocks.com
facebook.com/samanthamattockswrites | instagram.com/samanthamattockswrites


https://www.facebook.com/samanthamattockswrites

Alastair Mclver

Children’s fiction (bilingual)

Alastair Mclver’s current writing is drawn from his experiences
in central Asia, where he witnessed some of the injustices that
beset a politically and socially challenged region.

Alastair was editor of Tennis World magazine for nearly two
decades and has featured in many other publications as well as
writing a book, Tennis Gallery.

Alastair’s first novel The Daily News — there is nothing hidden
that will not be revealed, published in October 2024, is inspired
by his visits to the nomadic regions of central Asia, where he met
with survivors of cultural misdemeanour

AUTHOR’S PICK

Eighteen years in a Moscow prison provides one Kyrgyzs
dissident, Feliks Ormanbekov, with the perfect opportunity
to plot his political comeback. Once released, and against
a background of drought and death in central and south
Asia, his plan for regional power, using Kyrgyzstan’s prime
resource, water, as a bargaining tool, moves forward
quickly.

THE DAILY NEWS

Meanwhile, the Americans, in support of their own ‘Peace
and Stability’ plans for Israel, are desperate to buy access
into the dormant military base in the Kyrgyzs capital,
Bishkek. Their desperation sees them unwittingly coerced
into bankrolling the corrupt Kyrgyzs plan as part of a ten
year military agreement for air space. With the agreement
signed to international acclaim, Ormanbekov’s plan is on
course to succeed.

The unexpected murder of a Kyrgyz journalist, however,
alerts media veteran Temir Batyrov and his graduate
mentee, Roza Beshimoy, to the possibilities of collusion and
malpractice between the two governments. Circumstances THERE IS NOTHING HGOEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED
escalate out of control when, in Ormanbekov’s increasingly
desperate drive for power, plans which would result in

the mass killing of his own people, are uncovered. The
Americans, fearful of exposure by an out of control central
Asian dictator, decide to act, with disastrous consequences.

ALASTAIR MCIVER

www.alastairmciver.com
Instagram - authoralastairmciver



Sarah J Merrien
Children’s Fiction: Children’s Picture Book

Sarah J Merrien is the author of the Percy the Extraordinary
Explorer series, perfect for bedtime reading. It was originally
created by Sarah and told to her son ten years ago about their
beloved family cat Percy, who would be out all night having
amazing adventures!

Image Credit: Sarah Merrien

www.percythecat.co.uk
Percytheextraordinaryexplorer



Donna Morfett

Adult Fiction: Crime

Donna Morfett grew up in a small town in Bedfordshire, where a
love of reading took root early and never left. Books have been
a constant companion throughout her life — a source of escape,
comfort, and, in more recent years, a powerful tool for managing
her mental health.

Her debut crime novel, The Disappearance of Peter Markham,
was published by Rampart Books in May 2024, introducing
Detective Inspector Cora Snitton to the world. Following a
successful re-release with a new edit and cover in 2025, the
series continues with Masquerade of Murder, released on 11th
July 2025.

AUTHOR’S pick
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DISAPPEARANCI

OF

PETER MiARKHAN

When Peter Markham goes missing the police are
mystified. He seems the perfect family man. A peer of the
local community.

When he’s found horrifically murdered, the police soon
learn that he wasn't all that he appeared.

DI Cora Snitton and her newly appointed DCs Luke and
Darcey have their work cut out trying to catch this clever
killer.

JONNA MORFET

www.donnamorfettauthor.com
@lilmissmorfett — X | @donnasbookreviewsandinterviews — Insta | @donnamorfett — TikTok



Ondia Morris
Adult Non-fiction: Marriage / Relationship / Self-help

Ondia Morris is a British-damaican author whose love of books
began early, nurtured by her dyslexic father, who taught himself to
read using old newspapers and catalogues. Writing became her
voice during difficult teenage years and grew from a hobby into a
calling. She now writes multi-genre romance filled with hope and
adventure, creating stories where people like me live and love
boldly, face chaos, and still find their happy ending.

Survivin

S
; the g , A

What nobody tells you about marriage,
expectations and sharing a life together

ONDIA MORRIS

Ondiamorris@gmail.com | tiktok.com/@ondiamorris | OndiaMorris@facebook.com | Ondiamorris@instagram.co.uk
www.linkedin.com/in/ondia-morris-575b23256


mailto:Ondiamorris@gmail.com
mailto:OndiaMorris@facebook.com
mailto:Ondiamorris@instagram.co.uk

Jay Mullins

Adult Fiction: Urban Fantasy

Jay Mullins fell into writing as a teenager but it wasn’t until they
hit their thirties that they started writing seriously. They have an
historical tendency towards science fiction, and their first novel
Posterity released in 2021. More recently they have started to
dabble in other genres; their first romance novel, Keep It In The
Family released in 2023 and their latest book The House of
Mages is urban fantasy and published in October 2025.

Image Credit: Lordt Photography

‘Different is what we celebrate here; different is what gives
us our power. Never be ashamed of what makes you
strong.’

Carla is an ordinary commoner; a mediocre university
student with plans to join the army and spend her life
fighting back against the evils of magic. Layla is a Premier;
an heiress in the highest tier of society, destined for a life of
glamorous parties and backstabbing politics.

Two girls from opposite backgrounds — two unlikely best
friends. Best friends who enjoy hanging out like friends
do; going for lunch dates, watching scary movies, holding
hands, kissing and cuddling... Wait, what? Enter The
House, a not-so-ordinary school for the elite few who can
use magic — aka the LGBTQ community.

As Carla begins to unravel the truth behind the
government’s facade, she also learns the truth about
herself. It doesn’t take her long to realise that with the right
training and the backing of her new collective, she might
just go from ordinary to extraordinary.

www.jaymullins.com | @authorjmullins



Rumbidzai Sharleen Mutopo

Children’s Non-fiction: Finance Literacy

Rumbidzai Sharleen Mutopo is a children’s financial literacy
author, financial educator and founder of Harvest Family Finance.
Passionate about empowering families through storytelling and
practical money education, she creates engaging, relatable books
that help children build confidence around earning, saving and
making wise financial choices.

Her self-published titles include How Do | Grow My Money?,
How Do I Look After My Money?, Where Does Money Come
From? and Needs and Wants. Through her writing, Rumbidzai is
committed to helping raise a financially confident generation and
creating lasting family legacy through education.
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www.harvestfamilyfinance.com
rumbidzai.mutopo and harvestfamilyfinance



M.D. Ndogo

Aadult Fiction: Islamic Historical Fiction

M.D. Ndogo is a debut novelist who brings the history of the Silk
Road to vivid life. After three decades in the corporate world, he
is finally combining his lifelong passions for history and writing.
His historical fiction explores faith, culture, and the resilience of
the human spirit at the crossroads where civilisations met and
mingled.

Ink and Gold: Daughter of Samarkand is his first novel and the
beginning of a journey to illuminate the forgotten characters and
evocative world of the medieval Silk Road.

AUTHOR’s pick
Set against the vibrant backdrop of 9th-century Samarkand
and Bukhara, Daughter of Samarkand brings to life an era
when scholars from across the known world gathered to
preserve and expand human knowledge and when a young _
woman’s art becomes her greatest weapon for survival. | '

In the golden age of the Silk Road, seventeen-year-old
Thuraya bint Yusuf harbours a dangerous secret. While the
world sees only the dutiful daughter of Samarkand’s most A A A )
respected calligrapher, she is actually a gifted illuminator,
working in shadows to master arts forbidden to women.

When a prestigious commission from Baghdad’s House of
Wisdom arrives, Thuraya sees her chance to step into the
light but betrayal lurks closer than she thinks, forcing her ,
into a desperate gamble that will either secure her future or ; i
destroy everything she holds dear.

As political tensions rise across the Islamic world, Thuraya 3 b
discovers that the greatest treasures of the Silk Road
aren’t silk or spices, they’re knowledge, friendship, and the
courage to forge your own destiny.

mdndogo.substack.com
@mdndogoauthor



Miriam O’Boye

Adult Fiction: Romance

Miriam O’Boye is a romance author who writes love stories with
heart, humour, and a touch of serendipity. Her debut series, The
Serendipity Series, begins with We’ve Met Before, a story full
of unexpected reunions and undeniable chemistry.

When she’s not writing, she’s usually reading something that pulls
at her emotion: heartfelt romances, gripping fantasies, and stories
that stay with her long after she’s finished the last page.

She’s based in the UK, and she loves sharing stories, connecting
with readers, and building worlds that feel a little like magic and a

little like home.

i \

I'he Serendipity Series

Miriam O’Boye

@miriamoboyeauthor



Nadia Partyka

YA Fiction: Magical Realism

So far, Nadia Partyka hasn’t yet done her GCSEs, but she

has two published books in her Time and Time Again series
(Amethyst and Emerald), multiple features in poetry and short
story anthologies, and has a never-ending TBR. She hasn’t yet
lived enough life to fully develop her personality, but it’s probably
somewhere among her weird crafts, love for learning and hope
for a creative future.

nadia793.wixsite.com/teenagetales
@teenagetales9 (Instagram)



Christine Pattle

Adult Fiction: Police procedural

Christine Pattle writes crime thrillers, including the Hampshire
Crime series of police procedurals and the Murder Mile series of
mystery thrillers. She has written fifteen books to date but has a
million stories in her head, all dying to get out.

AUTHOR’S PICK

L

DECHARLOTTE STEELE BOOK 1

They thought the house was empty...until they found a

body.
On her first day as a detective inspector, Charlie Steele

is handed a case that doesn't sit right: a senior council

official found dead in a vacant property, the scene clumsily AG R E EM E

staged to suggest suicide. The woman was at the centre

of a controversial housing deal, fuelling tension between -

the council and a private company with everything to gain.

At home, her marriage was falling apart, with her husband
planning a new life with his pregnant girlfriend.

As Charlie pushes the investigation forward, uncomfortable
parallels with her own past begin to surface. Then a second
body is discovered, another death made to look like suicide,
but this time the staging is different.

Pressure mounts. Leads falter. And with her boss
threatening to replace her, Charlie is running out of time to
prove herself. And the next scene is already being set. CHRISTINE PATTLE

www.christinepattleauthor.com
www.facebook.com/ChristinePattleAuthor | www.instagram.com/christine_pattleauthor


https://www.facebook.com/ChristinePattleAuthor

Alan Porter

Adult Non-Fiction: Sport/Family Memoir

The Weekend Warrior is budding author Alan Porter’s first
book, self published, which was completed during Covid while
shielding on chemotherapy.

A British American Football story every NFL fan will
understand.

Set against the backdrop of the 2004 British American
Football season, an ageing player in the twilight of his
career attempts to juggle work, family and the sport he
loves in his quest to fulfil a long-cherished ambition to be a
winner.

One man. One season. Two lives to hold together. Will he
succeed?

ALAN PORTER




Martyn Pritchard

Aadult Fiction: Thriller, Medical Drama, Medical Fraud.

Dr Martyn Pritchard is currently moving towards retirement
following on from a thirty-five-year long career in drug discovery
research focusing on neuroscience. He is the author of two
published novels, A Painkiller to Die For and A Practical
Arrangement with a third, The Wife Who Walked Away, due
for publication in the autumn. A fourth book is currently with the
editor. His books cover genres including crime, medical/scientific
fraud and domestic noir.

AUTHOR’S PICK

It was difficult for Will Jeavons to imagine just how his
life could possibly get any better. Having overcome a
traumatic childhood, he had gone on to study molecular A moral dilemma of our time
pharmacology and win tenure as a lecturer at his beloved
Cambridge University. But his life was soon to become
better still: the CEO of a biotech company. Will’s unique
research led to the discovery of a non-addictive drug for
chronic pain. A remarkable solution for the opioid epidemic
which had claimed the life of his mother.

Will’s flourishing company was subsequently acquired,
and this was when he first met Celeste Simmonds. The
beguiling Celeste would steer Will away from his earlier
hedonistic, womanising lifestyle. However, the only way
he could ensure the success of his drug was to bury key

safety data which could have led to the clinical trials being _
terminated. 3
Clinical trials which resulted in the husband of Lydia |

Goldberg falling into a deep coma. It was Lydia’s scientific
training which led her to discover Will’s fraudulent cover-up.
She was determined to seek vengeance and concocted DR M AR]’YN pR"‘EH ARD
an elaborate honeytrap and a decision for Will to make.
A career ending confession or being submitted to a life-
threatening game of Russian roulette.




Paul B. Rainey

Adult Non-fiction (incl memoir or auto-fiction): Memoir ish

Paul B. Rainey is the graphic novelist creator of Murder School,
Why Don’t You Love Me? and There’s No Time Like the
Present. He is also an occasional contributor to VIZ.

www.pbrainey.com
@pbrainey-comics Instagram



Geoffrey Ring

Adult and YA Non-fiction: Faith

Geoffrey Ring was born in East London in 1948 and grew
up with his parents and two brothers in Winchmore Hill. He
attended St Paul’s C of E Primary School and, having failed
his 11+, moved on to Winchmore Secondary Modern School.
Here he studied for his O and A Level GCEs before taking up
a place at City University to read Civil Engineering. A career
with Consulting Engineers, Contractors but primarily Local
Government served him well and now retired he lives with his

In Geoffrey Ring’s latest book, he continues his personal
journey of faith. Like the first two, it is a unique perspective
from someone who isn’t ordained, has had no formal
theological training, does not profess to be an ecclesiastical
expert but, as the title suggests, is just an ordinary bloke.

It follows his journey from where he left off, and highlights a
few more of the difficult episodes he survived through faith.
It won’t give you all the answers, but it is an invitation to join
him on his journey in trying to find them.

Whether you are a follower of Christianity, someone who
was a follower of Christianity, or someone curious about
some of the basic tenets of Christianity this book is for you.

wife in Buckinghamshire.

AUTHOR’S PICK
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The

CONTINUING JOURNEY
Of

FAITH

by an

ORDINARY BLOKE

GEOFFREY RING

Instagram @geoffthebloke | YouTube: @ GNR 1322

http://geoffreyring.ampbk.com/



The Roaring Lion Newcastle

Adult Fiction: Literary Fiction

The Roaring Lion Newcastle is a fiercely independent
publishing house amplifying subversive, sharp, and necessary
voices. We publish work that disrupts, questions, and refuses the
quiet.

Our team is small, radical, and fuelled by care and craft.

THE ROARING LION
NEWCASTLE

INFERNO OF

A COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES)

https://theroaringlionnewcastle.com
Instagram, Facebook & TikTok: @theroaringlionnewcastle



Philip Robertson

Adult Fiction: Victorian Historical Fantasy

Morgan Llewellyn is fifty-three years old. He also
remembers the Great Fire. He rowed survivors across the
Thames while the city burned.

London, 1893. When a desperate aristocrat begs the
private enquiry agent to find his missing son, the case looks
ordinary enough — until Henry Whetham’s body is pulled
from the river with three spirals carved into his skin. The
police are content to call it an accident. Morgan knows
better. He has seen that symbol before, and the memory is
older than the city.

Alongside Isabelle Foster — a medical student fighting for
her place in a man’s world, and far too clever to be lied to
for long — he follows Henry’s trail through stolen papers,
ransacked archives, and a secret society of wealthy men
hunting something they believe has slept beneath Britain
since the Neolithic. They are not wrong. And they are closer
to finding it than they know.

From the fog-bound streets of London to the storm-lashed
stones of Orkney, Morgan must decide how much of himself
he is willing to reveal in order to stop them — because Henry
Whetham was not killed for what he knew. He was killed for
what he almost understood.

Philip Robertson lives in London, where he teaches by day and
writes by night. Marked by Time is his first novel and the opening
volume of Saeculum, a trilogy of literary historical fantasy.

AUTHOR’S PICK




Liisa Sabah

Adult and YA Fiction: Fantasy Adventure

Liisa Sabah is the author of The Five-fold Chronicles fantasy
series and book one, The Cocoon Within, is her debut novel.
Liisa loves writing epic fantasy adventure stories, with tropes of
friendship, ancient artifacts, chosen one, found family, mystery,
transformation and good vs evil. She published book two last
year and expects to launch the third by the end of summer 2026.

Liisa works full time in a corporate leadership role, and in

her spare time journals and writes stories fuelled by her vivid
imagination and inspiration from the world around her. Half
Finnish and half Ghanaian by heritage, she has a passion for
travel, too much coffee and animals, especially those roaring big
cats...lions!

tiktok.com/@liisasabahauthor | instagram.com/liisasabahauthor
facebook.com/share/1Dx3zJJsVh/


mailto:tiktok.com/@liisasabahauthor

Sinoist Books

Adult Fiction: Chinese Literature in Translation

Sinoist Books is a publisher of diverse narratives from
Sinophone communities around the world, from mainland China
to diaspora writers. We publish modern classics from some of
the best-known authors within China, as well as up-and-coming
novelists emerging onto the global literary scene for the first time.
We publish literary fiction, genre-bending historical and crime
fiction, as well as a small range of children’s literature.

Our books confront the omissions of historical narratives,
precarity in a rapidly changing world, and contradictions within
questions of culture and identity.

B OO0 K S

PUBLISHER’S PICK

SINOIST BOOKS
=/~ CATALOGUE

SINOIST Summer 2026

sinoistbooks.com
www.instagram.com/sinoistbooks/



Ainkaran Sivaaiji

Children’s Fiction: Picture Book

Ainkaran Sivaaji is a children’s book author, award-winning
violinist, singer, dancer and orator. An alumnus of the University
of Manchester, his interests span history, literature, spirituality,
theatre, dance and music composition/performance.

A trained stage performer from the age of five, Ainkaran has
been engaging national audiences since an award-winning
performance at the Brent Festival of Music and Dance in

1994. His dynamic range as a performer-composer brings an
authenticity and versatility to his stories. Ainkaran’s new writing
rests on hypotheses that his discoveries on ancient civilisations
propose, which he hopes can help shape healthier hearts and
minds.

www.ainkaran.com | instagram.com/ainkaransivaaji | facebook.com/ainkaransivaajiofficial
youtube.com/channel/UCb_A7rQchZfQuX6ALW2yejw | substack.com/@ainkaran


http://www.ainkaran.com/

The Slab Press

Adult Fiction: Science-fiction

The Slab is an independent publishing press, specialising in
genre anthologies, established in 2023 by award-winning editor,

Donna Scott.

Image Credit: Donna Scott
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EDITED B
DONNA SCOTT

WITH STORIES BY
ROBERT BAGNALL, ELANA GOMEL,
MIA DALIA, CAOLAN MAC AN AIRCINN,
ADDISON SMITH & AATIQA MANKANI

https://theslab.press/ | @theslabpress.bsky.social | instagram.com/theslabpress
facebook.com/theslabpress | tiktok.com/@theslabpress


https://theslab.press/

Nick Snape

Adult Fiction: Dark Fantasy

Nick Snape has been steeped in science fiction and fantasy
his entire life. Lost in his imagination, he became a teacher by
accident, and after retiring, took up the pen.

Nick’s books feature everything from heart-pounding, fast-paced
action to thoughtful, character-driven twists on fantasy and sci-fi.
Genetics to artificial intelligence, artifice dragons to soul-eating
enemies, nothing is off the menu.

NICK SNAPE

o

https://www.nicksnape.com/
X: @SnapeNick Instagram | Threads: @nick.snape.author



Jonathan Stanyer

Adult Fiction: Crime

Jonathan Stanyer is a writer of crime fiction with an Italian twist,
and a volume of true ghost stories.

AUTHOR’S PICK

’ THE INSPECTOHR BRUND CHROMNICLES

A mummified body is discovered in a basement of an
apartment block in an old Italian hill town.

How will top ltalian detective Inspector Jordi Bruno handle

the case?

As he delves into the events leading up to the crime, he

uncovers old secrets and present-day suspicions. i)

Ly’} ~

JONATHAN
STANYER




Leslie Tate
Adult Non-fiction: Hybrid Life-Writing and Fiction

Leslie Tate is a University of East Anglia writing graduate
and the non-binary author of four hybrid novels who leads the
indie group STILL WE RISE and interviews guests weekly on
Radio Dacorum. Leslie’s books deal with gender difference
and ‘otherness’ in childhood, modern relationships and direct
experience of climate protest and arrest. They are lyrical,
character-driven and passionate. Leslie played lead role in an
indie film of his/her book Heaven’s Rage.

LESLIE TATE

leslietate.com | facebook.com/leslie.s.tate | instagram.com/authorsinlove | x.com/LSTateAuthor



Laura Townshend

Children’s Fiction: Picture Book

Laura Townshend is a children’s author who lives in
Buckinghamshire with her husband, son, and rescue dog. She’s
been writing stories since childhood and won her first writing
competition at age seven. She’s a lot older than seven now,

and has over fifteen years’ experience as a copywriter. She also
works as a voiceover artist, specialising in audio description.

Laura loves film, theatre, arts and crafts, sea glass hunting,
commas (and brackets), and a nice cup of tea.

www.lauratownshendauthor.com
@lauratownshendauthor



Alison Thompson

Children’s fiction (bilingual)

Alison Thompson trained at London Contemporary Dance
School and California Institute of The Arts. She’s worked with
some of the UK’s leading Contemporary Dance companies and
she created Sunny Steps, a dance and movement class for
toddlers.

Sunny Steps Loves To Dance is based on the themes in these
classes and echoes how she started the idea for the class. Her
second book, Sunny Steps Loves To Dance Under The Sea is
out this July.

AUTHOR’S PICK

From elephants to autumn leaves, this is a dancing
adventure with lots of twists and turns.

Join Sunny Steps and his Daddy as they dance out of their
playroom and into a wonderful world of imagination. Read
along and join in the fun!

AT AT1CON THOMPCON

WWW.sunnysteps.co.uk
@sunnystepsdance



Nicki Thornton

Adult Fiction: Crime

Nicki’s a lifelong reader, with a particular love of crime fiction and
many years running a bookshop made her decide a bookshop is
the perfect place to set a murder mystery series.

Nicki remains a huge supporter of anything that promotes reading
for pleasure. She also reads way too much and you can find out
what she’s reading and share the ups and downs of her writing
life in her regular newsletter.

Nicki speaks regularly in bookshops, literary festivals, libraries
and schools, about her own writing and her love of mystery
writing in general.

AUTHOR’S PICK

L

Who Shot Jackson Brodie?
An unsolved cold case. An impossible crime. A village full of
fnuns LITTLE RQOKSHOP
When an ex-police officer-turned-author asks for support M U R E R S
for his true-crime memoir, Keera Munroe hopes it will bring
much needed sales to her little bookshop business. € I

=
But some locals are horrified when they learn Mitch m g
Ravenscroft’s biography features an unsolved murder in P -

their own idyllic village.

Keera’s crime-fiction bookgroup seizes the chance to solve
a real-life crime. But soon it’s clear someone will stop at
nothing to prevent the truth being exposed.

Why were a couple shot dead on the first night they moved
to Crossways?

Once again Keera asks herself if it isn’t true that the e e s, .
loveliest places hide the darkest secrets as she’s plunged N lCKl THOR HTOH
right in the heart of uncovering truths

nickithornton.co.uk
instagram.com/nicki_thornton | facebook.com/nickithorntonauthor



Gemma Walker
Aadult Fiction: Crime Thriller, LGBT

Gemma Walker is an author and playwright from the West
Midlands, England. The Judge, the Jailer and the Thief, a heist
thriller, is her first novel, and Sad Eyes on Happy Faces is her
first play.

Her books are fast-paced, emotionally fuelled, character-driven
crime thrillers that revolve around strong female characters and
the situations they find themselves in. Her main character is
always a lesbian, as she is an advocate for representation in
stories that aren’t strictly about sexuality. She wishes to publish
exciting, thought-provoking page-turners that captivate and keep
the reader hooked in genres that have typically been male based.

AUTHOR’S PICK

| ™JUDGE |
CNJAILER .
i=THIEF

www.gemmawalkerwrites.com
@gemwritesthings (instagram/threads/TikTok)



Kirstie Watson

Children’s Fiction: Picture book

Kirstie Watson is an award-winning children’s author-publisher
of the popular Witch’s Cat series, loved by young readers
worldwide and translated into multiple languages.

Her titles include The Witch’s Cat and The Cooking
Catastrophe, The Witch’s Cat and The Broomstick Blunder
(Purple Dragonfly Books Award, 1st Place, 2022), and The
Witch’s Cat and The Trouble With Tidying Up (The Selfies
Book Awards 2024 — Highly Commended). Her funny, engaging
stories promote resilience, perseverance, and self-belief.

% VALES or THE

HIve

The Witch’s Cat wants to make a friend... using magic!
There’s just one problem. When he uses magic, things
usually (always) go wrong, and that’s why he really needs
your HELP!

Join Cat in this funny, interactive adventure, where the
reader is invited to help find ingredients, mix a magic potion
and lend a paw when things inevitably go wrong.

Perfect for ages 1-5.

KIRSTIE WATSON
LLUSTRATED BY TILK HD-8ELL

www Kirstiewatsonauthor.co.uk
www.instagram.com/kirstie_watson_author | www.facebook.com/kirstiewatsonauthor
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Trudy West

Children’s Fiction: Children’s picture book

Trudy West is a self-published children’s author from Milton
Keynes, UK, with a passion for inspiring a lifelong love of reading
in children of all ages.

Her 5-star debut picture book, Mrs Bripp: The Cat Who Doesn’t
Meow, captures the hearts of young readers with its rhythmic
charm and relatable animal antics. Following this success,

Trudy released her second charming picture book, The Tail of
Tatty-Mouse. This heartwarming, rhyming tale celebrates love,
friendship, and the comfort of a well-loved childhood toy.

Across all her stories, Trudy focuses on themes that spark
curiosity, comfort, and imagination in early readers.

Story by ustrations by
Trudy West Tilia Rond-Bell

@trudywestauthor



Willow Woods

Adult Fiction: Fantasy

Purveyor of sorcery, vampires and rebellion through fantasy
fiction, Willow Woods is the author of fantasy and the novels
Where | Belong (2018) and The Shadow Courtesan (2019).

Willow lives in North London with her husband and their three
cats. In her spare time she enjoys historical reenactment, putting
her history degree to use, gaming and archery.

Explore Jadeus and the kingdom of Saphyre, a realm rich
with magic and corruption.

Alexandra is a young woman intent on forging her own
destiny. But the Princess of Karstares is not free to marry
for love and her relationship with a lowly knight is doomed
from the start. When her betrothal to the King of Saphyre
is announced, Alexandra becomes desperate to make her
own life.

After a spell goes awry, Alexandra finds herself married to
the tyrannical Carlyle with no memory of her past or even
her magical ability. With no idea of who she is, Alexandra
finds herself thrust into the heart of a five-hundred-year-old
rebellion led by a man who claims to be Saphyre’s rightful
king.

www.willowwoods.co.uk
@WillowWoodsAuthor - Facebook | @ Themouseyone - Instagram
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